Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine spread metastasis. Wide local excision appeared to have cured the other 3 patients.
Incidence ofrecurrence.-Satisfactory follow-up information was obtained from 38 of the 64 surgically treated patients studied by Anderson and Dockerty [1] . 8 (21 %) of the 38 had no subsequent symptoms. 12 had mild symptoms but needed no further surgical treatment. The remaining 18, or almost half, of the patients did have further difficulty necessitating further surgical intervention; most of them presented newv areas adjacent to the previously treated sites.
Measures to help prevent recurrences.-The following measures will, in our opinion, help to prevent further difficulty with hidradenitis suppurativa: (1) The most important is adequate initial excision, meaning wide and deep local excision by block dissection of areas of involvement. (2) After wide excision an anti-inflammatory dose of roentgen rays of 200 to 300 roentgens should be given in case some areas of inflammation remain [5] . The practice of administering roentgen-ray therapy with the objective of "drying up" or inactivating the apocrine glands has been largely abandoned because the dose required is so high that it may be dangerous. Sigmoidoscopy was normal to 30 cm., but proctoscopy revealed two shallow ulcers in the anal canal, together with a skin tag which was partly granulation tissue; and a shallow subcutaneous fistula-in-ano. The whole had the appearance of tubercle, with the rather weak bluish unhealthy granulations, the undermined edges and the thin seropustular discharge.
She also had peri-articular thickening of the joints of the hands and wrists, ulcers on the tongue and palate, and a phlyctenular type of conjunctivitis.
With a tentative diagnosis of tuberculosis I removed the partly ulcerating skin tag, laid open the fistula and generally improved the drainage.
The biopsy report was non-specific granulation tissue with no evidence of tuberculosis. The E.S.R. was persistently raised to over 80 mm.
in one hour (Westergren) 
